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A
Dictatorship i
iy GERALD WARING
PENOM PENH, Cambodla. — A
new dlctatorship, presuinably bene-
volent, appeats to be developing in
this Indo-Chihest Kirfedom, with
former ‘King "Norodoth Sihanouk
Holding 'the réal’ powér as prime
“mintster to his father,'King ‘Noro-
aft.

dom 'St s
.. The’32-yéar-old Prince Sthanouk
describes his pfans for constltutional
- changes as'the hasis Yot a néw kind

of democracy which will express the
i ,;? th : *
Tor

e people.

Sihanouk’s program, which he can
implement because his Sangkum
Parly took all 91 seats in the Sep-
tember 11 eléction for “the National
- “Assembly, is based on his belief that
caiibodia’s 4 million people are ndt
ady for and do nbt wanf the
party system of parllamentary gov-
ernment practiced by Western
tiations. B T
" Under Cambodia’s 1947 constitu-
tion, which has proved unworkable,

. the people elect the rdémbers 6f the

Natidnal Asseinbly. However, the
constitution ‘may be dmended by a
two-thirds - vote of fhe assembly,
and sim{{e all the assémblymen are
Sihanouk’s adherents, the prince is
preparing to proceed immediately
with hi.? Jprogram of “constitutional

»

refor”

Ynder this progfath, the beople
will elect only their village leaders.
Collectively these village mayors will
compose 14 provinelal legislatures—
new bodies which will be created,
‘Me,lg‘pers of the National Assembly,
rénamed the People’s Assem-
11 be chosen py the provincial
tures. o

mtrol over'the adminhistra-
is 15 a prerogative Sihanouk
for himself, either as
ter, the post be has
or three months, or In
p) "capacity through his
personal control of the
people. But while the
il not be able t6 over-
overnment, it will have
‘Veto indlvidual cabinet
bts or oust individual
sters for cause. ’
ent western observers
anouk’s plan to end the
L_of parliamentary gov-

2L to create a parlimen-
from the bottom, the
local yors will not

: f the right to

oint oitt, is not at*the
. government, but at
Jdeével, .

y they say, the pro-
' will set the stage for
un’ Cambodia.  And

i, the choice fsn't be-

‘ﬂ(gy and dictatorship

World understands

édh‘a benevolent dicta-

it tHE “hands of Sthanouk,

A0s’at the hands of

bltgarchy which for-
pmbodia.

e September 11
JRye éfided much of the
political uncertainty which followed
Sihanouk’s’ abdication five months
60 In favor of his parents.’ At that
time he had promised an election 1o
glve Cambodians a chance to ap-
bprove ot disapprove his actions dur-
ing three years of personal rule,
when the constitution was virtually’
Buspended.
JHe had alveady held a refer-
Jendum, in February, to' let the
people decide on retention or aholi-
tion of the monarchy, and 99.83 per
#6nt.of the votes cast were reported

have heen for the  mpjonarchy.
Thus encouraged, Sihanouk welded
varlous royalist. parties and other
political factions into the Sangkum

Party in hope of 6eott,01?6 g Iiséli_a-c

‘ 'alsgr%cg/oéz@e‘g%

sourdes hére say that

n'Cambodia

mentary majority of two-thirds the
seats to enable him to implement
his plans for constitutional reform.

When the 10-week election cam-
paign started the odds seemed heav~
ily against the prince. The Dem-~
ocrat (socialist) Party, which had
won the previous three elections,
had a strong machine, a rather ad-
vancgd social welfare program for
this backward country, and much
ammunition arising out of Siha-~
nouk's seizure of absblute power in

1992, |
Prince’s Reply

The prince countered by saying
ohe of his main aims was the akboli-
tion of corruption, and charging
that the Democrats and the Com-
munists were against Americen aid
because they wanted to keep Cam-
bodia weak. Then the chubby young
prince proved again that he is a
bold and shrewd politician. He had
outtaneuvered the French to win
Cambodian independence in 1953,
and he outmaneuvered the Dem-
ocrats by turning the election into
another referendum on the mo-

-narchial system. He sent police
and government administrators
throughoutt the country, informing
the people that the real election
issue was whether they wanted the
king or not.

To most of his “little peaple,” as
he calls them, Norodom Sihanouk
is still the king. He had his por-
trait put on the ballots as the sym-
bol of his party, while the Dem-
ocrats used an elephant. His ward
heelers asked people if they want-
ed to be ruled by a man or an ele-
phant, but that was scarcely nec-
essary. Eighty-five per cent of the
people who voted picked ballots pic-
turing the man they call king—a
man who now has more real power
than any king has had in this coun~
try since the Frenth established
their sway here a century ago.

Sihanouk’s popular vote might
~have been even greater if the Dem-
ocrats hadn’t persuaded some vot-
ers to put the portrait of their be-
loved ex-king next to their hearts,
end “throw away the Democratic
ballot” by putting it in the ballot
box. -

Westerners here believe Sihanouk
might be & great Asiatic leader if
he had a big country behind him.
But his people not only are few:
they also are among the most
indolent in the East, They have no
incentive to work once their simple
needs are met. One of the chal-
lenges facing Sihakouk is the need
to instill new economic aggressive-
ness in his people. Another is ta
reduce corruption and venality
among politicians and administra-
tive officials who make up a sizeable
bart of the country’s middle” class.

And then there is the proplem of
national security, with the Com-
munist-led Viet Minh not far

_away, in North Viet Nam. Carhibodia

i3 rich agricultural land. It might
support 10 million ‘people, and the
Reds eye it avidly. The Aniericans,
the British and 6thers here are
banking on Sihanouk’s determina-
tion not to let them have it.

. NProdom Sihanouk
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